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Andy Ness is a guest scientist at the German Cancer
Research Center (DKFZ) in Heidelberg. He started at
the beginning of September 2017 and will be
in Germany until the end of August 2018.
He is working with Dr Tim Waterboer and Dr Michael
Pawlita on human papillomavirus (HPV) infection in
head and neck 5000. The Heidelberg Team
conducted HPV serology measures on around 4,500
samples. Preliminary analyses of these data were
presented in Cape Town in February 2017 (see
previous Newsletter) and in Amsterdam in October
2017 (see this newsletter).
Further analyses of these data are underway and
matched tissue samples are currently being selected
for molecular HPV analyses. We hope it will be a busy
and productive year in Heidelberg.

Follow-up Study Update
We now have 54 sites open which means that nearly all of the sites taking part in the Followup Study are active, only 8 sites remain in set up. We hope to open these last few sites very
soon.
We have now sent out 2500 questionnaires and received back 1500, giving a questionnaire
return rate of 60%. The site teams are busy collecting data from the medical records and so
far we have received just over 1900 Data Capture Forms. There is still a long way to go but
we are confident that the data collection will be completed on time. Our aim is to send out all
of the study questionnaires by the end of January 2018, and to receive the data capture
forms back by the end of March 2018.

H&N5000 website: www.headandneck5000.org.uk
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EUROGIN CONFERENCE 2017

At the end the beginning of October, Professor Ness along with Tim Waterboer, Noemi
Bender and Nicole Brenner from the research group at the German Cancer Research
Centre (DKFZ) attended the European Research Organisation on Genital Infection and
Neoplasia (EUROGIN) conference in Amsterdam. He gave an invited talk entitled "Well
powered HPV serology Sub analyses in the Head and Neck 5000 study" as part of a
session called "The role of early Antigen HPV serology in Head and Neck Cancer"
organised by Dr Tim Waterboer. The conference provided a valuable up to date
summary of human papillomavirus research relevant to head and neck cancer and provided
ideas for future analyses of our data. It also offered an opportunity to revisit the beautiful
Rijksmuseum!

H&N5000 website: www.headandneck5000.org.uk
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VOYAGER Study meeting
Members of the Head & Neck 5000 team attended the VOYAGER Study meeting held in
Lyon in October. VOYAGER, which is run by the WHO IARC team, is an international
collaboration between five large head & neck cancer research projects. The study aims to
utilize data and specimens from these studies to look at the role of genetic factors in oral
cavity and oropharyngeal cancers. The meeting was the first time that the VOYAGER group
had met face to face and was a great opportunity to discuss the issues involved in such a
large project.

Kate Ingarfield
I joined the Head and Neck 5000 group as a research associate in
statistics in September 2017. I completed my undergraduate
degree in Mathematics at the University of Glamorgan (now the
University of South Wales) and I am now also a part-time and longdistance PhD student at the University of Glasgow. My PhD
investigates the inequality in head and neck cancer survival and we
aim to explain the inequality in survival that is observed for head
and neck cancer patients. In my free time I enjoy going to the gym,
playing the harp and looking after my four boisterous house
rabbits!
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